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DON’T STOP THE MUSIC 
Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan) [6.06 pm]: I rise tonight to speak about something very 
positive—that is, a wonderful school in my electorate that has attracted national attention over recent weeks. I, like 
many across Australia, was delighted to see students from Armadale’s Challis Community Primary School shine 
in the recent documentary, Don’t Stop the Music, which is a Be Kids in Australia project. It aired over three Sunday 
nights on the ABC. I can see Hon Alison Xamon nodding in agreement, so she must have been enthralled, as I was. 
I think the President might also be indicating that. For those members who might not have seen it, this documentary 
follows the progress of an amazing music program instigated by their school principal, Lee Musumeci. This 
inspirational program—I call it that because it was—follows Challis students over nearly one school year from the 
very beginning of picking up a musical instrument, many for the very first time in their lives, to the highs and 
sometimes lows along the way, and culminating in a school concert at the Perth Concert Hall, where everyone was 
able to see what they had achieved. 
In addition to seeing these young students learn to master their instruments, it also focuses on the training of the 
school’s dedicated music teacher by music education specialists, who gave him and others across the school 
community the tools and confidence to teach music across a variety of instrumental and choral platforms. Filmed 
over nine months, the tangible benefits this music program has given to these students is nothing short of amazing. 
As well as the practical benefit of learning to read and to play music, its role in brain development and improving 
general learning outcomes, the broader benefit of a music education and the consequential and positive impact on 
student morale, school attendance, friendships and overall enjoyment of being part of a music band or the choir 
was plain to see throughout the documentary. 
It also showed very strongly the leadership and tenacity exhibited by the school principal, Lee Musumeci, who is 
well known for her determination and commitment to provide the best educational opportunities for her students. 
From the very early years, even before a child enters the school system—she had a child and parent centre even before 
we had child and parent centres at schools—she also ensures students are well prepared for the next phase of their 
educational journey in high school. The documentary also highlighted very strongly a group of passionate people 
from a variety of organisations who came together to support the school and its music endeavours. As I have already 
mentioned, we saw the mentoring of teachers and students by specialist music educators from the Western Australian 
Academy of Performing Arts and the University of Western Australia Conservatorium of Music, researcher and 
music educator, Dr Anita Collins, and well-known musicians, particularly Guy Sebastian and James Morrison, 
amongst others. The excitement shown by the kids when Guy Sebastian walked in was really something. 
We also saw the generous donations of instruments and other supports to enable students to engage in instrumental 
tuition from Musica Viva and the Salvation Army, and the passionate sharing of the love of music by members of 
the Salvation Army brass band and other musicians. As someone who learnt a musical instrument from the age of 
seven to well into my university days, I know only too well the importance of music, not only from an educational 
perspective, but also for the joy it brought to me and my family, and hopefully others who had to listen to me. 
This program highlights the best of our community—strong leadership by a school principal, dedicated teachers 
and the generosity of time, passion and energy given by a multitude of people outside of the school community 
who have given so willingly their energy and passion to impact so many little lives through the beauty of music. 
From what I can see of members in this place today, I think we would all add our congratulations to all involved 
in this wonderful initiative. I hope that the children we saw during the documentary have continued with music 
and others have joined them now and are finding out the wonders that music can bring to their lives. I certainly 
look forward to visiting the school again next year and hearing more of their successes. 
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